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Abstract 
Attitude is a psychological structure which is adopted as a significant and critical predictor of individual behaviour with its 
cognitive, affective and behavioural dimensions. To measure attitudes in the process of learning-learning is beneficial as to learn 
the extant preferences of learners in order to detect the attitudes of learner in a particular period of time and foretell about the 
behaviour in the future, to change the attitudes or form new attitudes (Nuhoğlu, 2008). The objective of this study is to present 
the attitudes of primary school students to native language course in terms of different variables. In accordance with this 
objective, the research was conducted on 740 student  who receive education in Sakarya province, Turkey during 2011-2012 
school year. Turkish Language Course Attitude Scale developed by Demirel (1999:153) was applied to students in order to 
measure their attitudes of Turkish language course. In the analysis of data the quantitative analysis techniques were used. The 
quantitative data were transfered to SPSS 15.00 package program. According to result, it can be said that the attitude of students 
in Sakarya to Turkish language course is at medium level. . The fact that the attitude of students to Turkish language course is not 
at the desirable level, can be assessed as an indication that Turkish language Curriculum of Primary School which is student 
oriented is not applied in the way to serve a purpose. 
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1.  Introduction 
 At the primary education step for individual aiming to realize and improve himself/herself in the way that 
he/she will adapt to developments and changes, for his/her socialization and acculturation, Turkish language course 
occupies a very important place to realize the native language teaching which is a basic necessity of communication, 
socialization and acculturation (Belet, 2005: 5). Through these abilities gained during Turkish language courses in 
which the development of comprehension and speech abilities of students are targeted, it is aimed for individuals to 
communicate more effectively and efficiently in their daily lives.Native language teaching provides basic language 
skills such as reading, writing, speaking, listening and contributes to the development of language awareness in the 
sense that it transfers cultural codes of society to individual. This shows that native language teaching has an 
affective aspect as well as cognitive and psychomotor aspects too. Students should be given a conscious attitude in 
terms of their mother tongue in the learning process and thus, a realistic and objective linguistic behaviour which is 
fit for the essence of the language should be developed (Yildiz,2008).  
Attitude is a psychological structure which is adopted as a significant and critical predictor of individual behaviour 
with its cognitive, affective and behavioural dimensions. There are coginitive elements which express itself as a 
belief in the tendency,  emotional elementsincluding excitement and sensations and behavioural elements containing 
observable activities in the tendencywe define as attitude. The cognitive element indicates the beliefs that individual 
forms about attitude. The affective element points to emotional responses that individual gives to attitude. The 
behavioural element is the behaviour of individual to attitude. Attitudes accord and affect thoughts, feelings and 
behaviour of individual(Cuceloglu, 2000; Kagitcibasi, 1979; Pehlivan and Koseoglu, 2011; Yildiz and Turanli, 
2010). Once after the attitudes that push individuals to show particular behaviour against particular people, objects 
and situations are learned, it is difficult to change them (Sozer, 1996:9).It is necessary to observe the response of 
individual to that object in different environments in order to decide what the attitude that is resistant to change 
(Ulgen, 1997: 88).The attitudes of students to a particular course play an important role for the success of student, 
but it is difficult to create an attitude to a particular object and to change the extant attitude. In order to change the 
attitudes of students, firstly it is necessary to reveal the factors that lead to formation and development of the 
qualities and attitudes of target group (Erden,1995: 99 ).Attitudes come into being depending upon a value and 
belief system. Therefore, it is very important whether the attitudes of individual are positive or negative. Especially, 
the negative attitudes negatively affect the life of individual in later periods as well. If the beliefs and attitudes of 
people are known in advance, their behaviour can be predicted beforehand (Buluc, 2002).In this context, the 
importance of formation process of attitudes appears. Educational process is a complex one and this process is not 
restricted to only the interaction of students, teacher and material. Because the previous knowledge and experiences, 
the level of being present, interest, beliefs, attitude to the subject for student to learn are among the various factors 
that affect learning process(Gul, 2008: 42).  
On the other hand, it is known that students like a course, take interest in it and develop a positive attitude to that 
course depends on several factors. To love the teacher to give the course, to like school and course material have a 
significant place among these factors(Kaya, Arslantas and Simsek, 2009: 380).The teacher personality and teacher 
qualities have an important predictive character in the attitude formation and embodiment of students related to the 
course and learning (Tural, 2005:64). Teachers are one of the most significant personality traits that affect students 
and especially, the attitudes to occupation, student and school works have a wide impact on learning and personality 
of students (Kucukahmet, 2003: 68). 
The studies related to attitude present that students can determine their attitudes to course and subject, how they 
approach to course, their knowledge level about that subject, their performances, their desire to obtain knowledge 
and interests (Demir and Akengin, 2010). To measure attitudes in the process of learning-learning is beneficial as to 
learn the extant preferences of learners in order to detect the attitudes of learner in a particular period of time and 
foretell about the behaviour in the future, to change the attitudes or form new attitudes (Nuhoğlu, 2008). The 
objective of this study is to present the attitudes of primary school students to native language course in terms of 
different variables. 
 
2.Method 
2.1. Universe and Sample 
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The universe of the research is comprised of students who receive education at the 2nd grade of primary school in 
Sakarya province. 740 students who are formed from this universe through stratified sampling, compose the sample 
of the research. An application was made to students of the 2nd grade at primary school in 11 districts including the 
central district in Sakarya province. %53 of the ones who participated in the research is girl and %47 of them is boy. 
%33 of these students is at the age of 12, %34 of them is 13 years old, %33 is 14 years of age. %5 of mothers of the 
students participating in the research is college graduate, %16 is high school graduate, %24 is secondary school 
graduate, %51 is primary school graduate. %4 of mothers of students is illiterate. %15 of fathers of students 
participating in the research is college graduate, %28 is high school graduate, %26 is secondary school graduate, 
%29 is primary school graduate. %1 of fathers of students is illiterate. 
 
2.2.Data Collection Tool 
Turkish Language Course Attitude Scale developed by Demirel (1999:153) was applied to students in order to 
measure their attitudes of Turkish language course. ‘Cronbach Alpha reliability coefficient’ of the scale whose 
validity and reliability study was made by Demirel, was determined as α: 0.85. Turkish Attitude Scale is comprised 
of 32 items. The scale was developed in the form of 5 point likert scale as “I definitely don’t agree (1)”, “I don’t 
agree (2)”, “I’m indecisive (3)”, “I agree (4)”, “I definitely agree (5)”. In this scale, the arithmetic average is 
expected to change between 32 and 160. There are 14 negative and 18 positive items in the scale. The negative items 
was reversed and coded in processing data.  
 
2.3.Operation 
The quantitative analysis techniques were used in the analysis of data. The quantitative data were transfered to SPSS 
15.00 package program. The frequency (n) and percent (%) values related to the personal information of students. 
The normality of data distribution was examined, it was seen that the data distribution was normal (p>0.05) and 
thus, parametric tests were used in the reserach. The descriptive statistic of the points obitained from Attitude Scale 
for Turkish Language Course and arithmetic average values were examined. The relation of the points obtained 
from Attitude Scale with binary variables was analysed through T test; the relation with three and above variables 
was analysed through ANOVA test. 
 
3.Findings 
Table1. Descriptive Statistics of Turkish Language Course Attitude Scale 
 N  x  ss  
TLCAS 740 93,57 13,656 
 
According to Table 1, the average of the total point obtained by applying 740 students is 93,57. The highest point to 
be received from Turkish Language Course Attitude Scale is 124. For this score, it can be said that the attitude of the 
students in Sakarya to Turkish language course is at medium level.  
 
Table 2. The assessment of the students’ attitudes to Turkish language course in terms of the variables 
including whether individual has a personal room at home, he/she goes to private teaching institution, there is 
a library and internet, and in terms of heating status at home and gender. 
532   Havva Yaman and Tuğba Demı̇rtaş /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  122 ( 2014 )  529 – 535 
 
A.1.  A.2. N A.3. X  A.4. Ss A.5. t A.6. P 
A.7.  
A.8. Gender 
A.9. Female A.10. 390 A.11. 93,95 A.12. 12,683 A.13.  
A.14. ,713 
A.15. ,006 
A.16. Male A.17. 348 A.18. 93,24 A.19. 14,568 
A.20. A Personal Room 
A.21. Yes A.22. 493    A.23. 93,53            A.24. 13,916          A.25. ,012 
A.26. ,012 
A.27. ,696           
A.28. No A.29. 244 A.30. 93,52 A.31. 13,168 
A.32. Private Teaching Institution 
A.33. Yes A.34. 213 A.35. 95,23            A.36. 12,934 A.37. 2,156 A.38. ,361 
A.39. No A.40. 523 A.41. 92,84 A.42. 13,916 A.43. 2,224 
A.44. Tutoring 
A.45. Female A.46. 42 A.47. 91,60 A.48. 16,503 A.49. -,953 A.50. ,234 
A.51. Male A.52. 697 A.53. 93,66 A.54. 13,465 A.55. -,796 A.56.  
A.57. Library 
A.58. Yes A.59. 290 A.60. 93,02 A.61. 13,681 A.62. -,897 A.63. ,777 
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When Table 2 was examined, it is seen that there is no significant difference statistically according to variables 
including whether students have a personal room, go to a private teaching institution, receive a private lesson and 
have a library in accordance with the information obtained with Turkish language course attitude scale. In spite of 
this, according to the data obtained, for gender variable there is a significant difference in their attitudes to Turkish 
language course in statistical terms (p<.05) and it is seen that this difference is in favour of the girls when the 
averages are examined. However, it is seen that the individual attitudes to Turkish language course differ 
significantly in statistical terms according to the variables of opportunity of internet and heating status (p<.05). 
When the average points of these variables are examined, it is seen that the ones, who do not have the opportunity of 
internet in comparison with the ones who have internet at home and the ones whose heating status is stove rather 
than central heating, show a more positive attitude to Turkish language course.   
In the research, ANOVA was used to examine whether there was a significant difference between the variables of 
the number of students’ siblings, the number of individual at home, monthly standard of living, educational status of 
parents and the Turkish language attitude scale. Accordingly, it is seen that the students’ attitudes obtained from the 
total point of the Turkish language course attitude scale do not differ significantly in statistical terms according to 
the variables the number of students’ siblings, the number of individual at home, monthly standard of living, 
educational status of parents (p< .05). 
4.Result And Dıscussion 
Attitudes form the basis of the motivation which primarily affects the success in the work done (Ozbay, Bagci, 
Uyar, 2008: 120). Seeing that the attitudes which individuals develop for anything have a power to affect all of their 
behaviour about that, if schools can develop a positive attitude to learning and school for students, it is turned into 
an ignitor function in order to realize the educational aims (Tural, 1995:64). The affective behaviour towards 
courses is as important as cognitive behaviour. The affective behaviour contains the attitudes, values, motives etc. 
(Ozkal, Gungor and Cetingoz, 2004: 602). The cognitive access behaviour in terms of Turkish language course 
includes the qualities such as students’ reading comprehension, verbal and written expression after comprehension 
and effective use of language. The affective access qualities are the resultant of the student’s interest in learning 
unit, his/her attitude and the concept of the academic self (Kaya, Arslantas and Simsek, 2009: 380). As positive 
attitudes to Turkish language course beautify the use of native language, otherwise it may lead to make Turkish 
language course to be seen as a knowledge heap (Cetinkaya, 2011: 2). 
A.64. No A.65. 448 A.66. 93,94 A.67. 13,591 A.68. -,896 
A.69. İnternet 
A.70. Yes A.71. 439 A.72. 93,05 A.73. 14,881 A.74. -1,125 A.75. ,010 
A.76. No A.77. 298 A.78. 94,21 A.79. 11,624 A.80.     -1,179 
A.81. Heating Status 
A.82. stove A.83. 545 A.84. 94,00 A.85. 12,850 A.86. 1,361 A.87. ,038 
A.88. radiator A.89. 192 A.90. 92,45 A.91. 15,435 A.92. 1,248 
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In this research, the average of the total point that students received from Turkish Language Course Attitude Scale is 
93,57. The highest point to be received from Turkish Language Course Attitude Scale is 124. According to this 
result, it can be said that the attitude of students in Sakarya to Turkish language course is at medium level. The fact 
that the attitude of students to Turkish language course is not at the desirable level, can be assessed as an indication 
that Turkish language Curriculum of Primary School which is student oriented is not applied in the way to serve a 
purpose.  
It is important to create environments which are fit for the developmental qualities for the students to improve a 
positive attitude to the course (Tural, 2005: 64). Thus, the necessity to use the methods and techniques in order to 
develop the students’ attitutes to Turkish language course positively appears. 
In this research, the determination of the attitudes of girl students to Turkish language course more positively 
supports the research finding of Kaya, Arslantas and Simsek (2009: 386) in the same direction. 
In this research, the attitudes of primary school students to Turkish language course in Sakarya are analysed, it can 
be offered to next researchers to compare the results by conducting the research in different provinces of Turkey. 
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